
 

Royal Handover: Ezra Bristow and Mayela Carrasco to Crown Successors at the 

Carnaval San Francisco King & Queen Competition 
March 30th at KQED Studios in San Francisco 

 
Join us in Honoring Indigenous Roots: Learn Carnaval Dance Moves for the 46th Carnaval San 

Francisco, May 25-26, 2024, in the Historic Mission District 

 
San Francisco, CA – February 28, 2024  –   The excitement builds as reigning 
Carnaval San Francisco King and Queen, Ezra Bristow and Mayela Carrasco, 
gracefully  pass on their crowns to new dancers in anticipation of the  46th Anniversary 
of Carnaval San Francisco, themed, “Honor Indigenous Roots” on May 25th- 26th.  
The beloved annual "Carnaval San Francisco King and Queen Competition" is eagerly 
awaited and will take place on Saturday, March 30th from 5pm-7pm at The Commons - 
KQED Live, a state-of-the-art recently renovated headquarters at 2601 Mariposa Street 
in San Francisco. Join us either in person or via livestream for an unforgettable 
experience. Secure your tickets now at: https://events.kqed.org/794/819. 
 
The Carnaval King and Queen, special event is a vibrant and competitive dance-off 
coronation judged by Bay Area master artists and dance community leaders that 
captivates audiences with majestic movements rooted in Latin American and Caribbean 
traditions. This event offers an excellent opportunity to learn Carnaval dance steps 
ahead of the May festival. Rodrigo Duran, Executive Director of Carnaval San 
Francisco, shared, "This marks our second event, following the recent Mardi Gras kick-
off, signaling the imminent fun and excitement of the Carnaval San Francisco Festival 
and Grand Parade. The Festival not only brings joy but also serves as an economic 
stimulant, encouraging community engagement for enhanced well-being, providing both 
enjoyment and a boost to our local economy." 
 
“Carnaval King and Queen” contestants will be scored on their dance technique, festive 
costume, Carnaval spirit, and their ability to engage the audience to join in all the 
fun.  The winners will assume the prestigious role of  as the "Official Ambassadors" in 
the Carnaval San Francisco Grand Parade, featured on their dedicated float during the 
two-day event that draws over 400,000 people from around the world. During their one-
year reign, the King & Queen will make regular appearances at Carnaval-sponsored 
events. The reigning couple will have their own Royalty Float at the Grand Parade. In 
addition to the honor, top performers will receive a $500 cash prize and have the 
opportunity to enhance their visibility through appearances on TV, radio, newspapers, 
social media, and websites across the Bay Area and beyond.  
 
Due to limited space at the live in-person competition held at KQED studios, we 
encourage the public to buy their tickets now. Tickets to the King and Queen 
Competition are $25 (in-person) and $10 (livestream): https://events.kqed.org/794/819.  
Secure your tickets promptly as they are in high demand and tend to sell out rapidly. 
 
Visit www.carnavalsanfrancisco.org for additional details about the Carnaval San 
Francisco King and Queen Competition, along with information about all the events 
leading up to Carnaval San Francisco, Saturday and Sunday, May 25-26, 2024. 

Carnaval Social Media: Instagram; Facebook;  YouTube   
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